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Along a cool mountainside you may 
find the lovely mountain laurel, a 
shrub which, usually in June, sends 
forth showy pink or white flowers. 

Look at these flowers closely. 
There is a story connected with them 
—one of many stories telling of the 
ingenious and amazing ways in 
which life assures its succession. 

The cup-shaped flowers bear ten 
stamens, each of which is bent 
downward and outward with its tip 
caught in the notches of the petals. At 
the bottom of the cup lies a sweet 
nectar. 

So the flower remains, each sta- 
men a tense spring awaiting the mo- 
ment when it can discharge its bur- 
den of ripened pollen. It is as if the 
flower had deliberately planned and 
prepared for a visitor, like a good 
hostess, with the house in order and 
refreshments on the table. If, in time, 
a bee accepts the invitation to enter, 
the purpose of the elaborate prepara- 
tion is fulfilled. 

Colliding first with the protruding 
stigma, the bee drops upon it the pol- 
len which he has brought from an- 
other flower. Then, as he crawls into 
the flower toward the nectar, his 
touch releases the taut stamens from 
the petals. They spring up instantly, 
tossing their pollen with considerable 
force on the underparts of the bee. 

Thus freshly supplied, the bee goes 
on to another flower, leaving the pol- 
len and receiving another shower of 
pollen in return for a drop of nectar. 
Thereby, cross-fertilization of the 
flowers is accomplished, and moun- 
tain laurel will continue to grow on 
shady hillsides. Thereby, too, honey 
is secured for the beehive. 


Again we see that no form of life is 
self-sufficient. All lives—including 
ours—are intertwined and_ inter- 
dependent, forming a marvelous and 
complex but unified whole in God's 
great world. 

The next time you see a mountain 
laurel in bloom, gently touch the in- 
side of the flower. If the pollen is ripe, 
you, too, will receive a shower. 
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